Black Rock NRZ – Minutes for Board Meeting – October 27, 2014-
The meeting was held at the Burroughs: Attending were K. Steffen, J. Schwarten, J. White, B. Williams, D. Barbour, B. Murphy, G. Manning, D. Wright, C. Smith, T. Collins, A. Grogins, P. Blagys, and J.M. Lee

First order of Business was reading of the June Minutes by John Schwarten from his laptop. Approved.

Financial report. Bank balance $27,907.34 including revenue from Aquarion for the KaBoom playground project and expense of $125 for accountant report form 990. Approved. No invoices yet received from Angie Staltaro for KaBoom project. A Thank You will be presented to Elizabeth Pfriem for her generosity on behalf of children of the City.
Business & Economic Development- Discussion of City and State work through funds developed by Auden Grogins for Fairfield Avenue improvements. RFP with 4 responses and contracting to occur. There will be a community forum under Auden to gain input before work begins. Black Rock Business Association is active and was represented by Tara Collins.
Education – Kudos to Chair Laura Hurwitz and family for their work to make Playground project successful, Doran Wright talked about Longfellow School project target completion in June 2016 with public space included. Black Rock School Jan 2015 date moved back. Bruce Williams talked about SOUNDWATERS educational visits to Cove with three weeks in spring and fall. Also announced the Sacred Heart University sailing competition that collegiately started in 1928.
Arts The 4th annual By the Sea Show was held on September 13-14 and encouragement to music efforts are underway for the future

Fayerweather Light: Phil Blagys reported news on a $435,000 grant to do base restoration due to storm damage for the light built in 1822-23; Penfield Light will be getting $1 Million renovations as well. Activity by Phil regarding  honoring Kate Moore the lighthouse keeper including a plaque, naming of a Coast Guard cutter, a new children’s book and continuing support from a Newtown group formed as a result of the tragedy bode well for the fame of and support of this light.

Zoning and Land Use: Discussion of developments and delays at 344 Brewster St; Hersh property approvals and abatements precedent to building; Black Rock Bank & Trust up for sale or in air? Brennan approvals to build.

Habitat will be building three structures in area of Waldorf.
Quality of Life-Environmental

A special presentation by Kraig Steffen of materials prepared by Ash Creek Conservation Association regarding the restoration plan for St. Mary’s Beach from One Nature creating a long-term plan for both Bridgeport and Fairfield that includes:

· Natural storm protection – flood control

· Aesthetically pleasing beach area

· Valuable habitat protection – salt march and dune habitat

· Parks Master Plan – “Re-Naturalization”

Because Irene and Sandy caused extensive damage, lots more sand is necessary along with a variety of beach plants; plan will allow for multiple beach uses; working with Fairfield will leverage expenses because 1/3 of “island’ is owned by Fairfield, and dredging of Fairfield sand will need to go somewhere, close is better.

Adjournment of meeting before 9:00 PM

Respectfully submitted

John Marshall Lee, Secretary
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