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President Joe Ianniello called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	David Barbour
	Joe Ianniello
	Angie Staltaro

	Frank Basler
	Bishop Kelly
	Kraig Steffen

	Jackie Heneage
	John Lee
	Kathy vanRenesse

	Laura Hurwitz
	Martin McCarthy
	Bruce Williams


Also attending the meeting:

	Mark Barnhart
	Peter Holecz
	Wendy Nylen

	Gen Barthe
	Peggy Ianniello
	Gail Robinson

	Bob Fioletti
	Laurie Krumrey
	Patty Scott

	Suzanne Fioletti
	Brian Lindquist
	Samuel Shaw

	Maxine Greenberg
	Wendy Lindquist
	


Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made by Frank Basler and seconded by Kathleen vanRenesse to approve the minutes of the Board Meeting on October 26, 2009.  It was unanimously approved.
Special Speaker:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community & Economic Development for the Town of Fairfield discussed the new train station project (Fairfield Metro Center) that will be located at the end of Black Rock Turnpike.
· Because of the funding limit, the project is being done in phases.  Phase I consists of the access roads, the actual train station, and the parking lot.  The roads to access the train station are planned to be finished in the Fall of 2010.  Phase I is planned to be fully functional by mid 2011.  Phase II is the development of the Hotel and Conference Center, offices, and retail, which is on hold.
· The Train Station will have a 1500 vehicle parking lot.  However, the permits for parking will number about 2000 to take into account the statistical nature of the use of the lot.
· There will be a major renovation to the existing traffic circle in the vicinity of I95 exit 24.  There were discussions of the impact of traffic on Black Rock.  It was mentioned that it’s important to get the Parking and Traffic subcommittee to address this issue.  The subcommittee should interface with Bill Harley of Fairfield’s Engineering Department.

Discussion of the BRGC’s Library Patio Proposal:  Wendy Lindquist gave a detailed overview of the design of the Reading Garden being developed by the Black Rock Garden Club.  The design was done by Wendy Lindquist and Marilyn Thorkilsen.   
· There are two phases to this project.  Phase I will be in the area directly behind and south of the Library.  Phase II will be an extension to the west of the Library that will be dedicated to children and teens and is tentatively designated the “Secret Garden”.  The Phase II design is being developed.  
· The Phase I Secret Garden plan has been completed.  The Black Rock Garden Club will maintain the Reading Garden and also conduct seminars and talks there under the auspices of the Library.  Paver blocks are used and plantings have been identified.  The plantings consist of trees and shrubs to seclude the area and partitions to set off sub areas.  Flowers and smaller plantings are used to add an interesting nature garden.  There will be benches and chairs for individual use and group classes.  

· The trees—an oak and an elm – will provide shade.

· The South wall of the library building will be planted with a vine to form a green wall that will provide an environmental friendly effect.  This green wall is in concert with ecological environment practices that provide oxygen/carbon dioxide interchange.  The vines will be supported by a lattice.
· The Friends of the Bridgeport Public Library is preparing a Community Development Block Grant proposal to secure funding for the Reading Garden.
Motion to endorse the plan: A motion was made by Kraig Steffen and seconded by John Lee to send a letter to the Friends of the Bridgeport Public Library to endorse the plan.  It was unanimously passed.
Citizen’s Union Members Needed:  Marty McCarthy, ex officio Board member and a Black Rock City Council Member, stated that the City was forming a Citizen’s Union to review CDBGs and Black Rock needed two members.  John Lee volunteered for the Citizen’s Union.
Discussion of the Importance of the 2010 Census:  Joe Ianniello discussed the importance of the 2010 Census to the City of Bridgeport and urged everyone to complete their census.  Excerpts from his presentation include:
· It’s important to Bridgeport to get everyone counted because Federal funding is distributed based on this count.
· It’s important to the state because the number of members to the US House of Representatives depends on the census.

· All answers to the census are protected by Federal Law so that undocumented persons can be counted without fear of being reported to the immigration commissions.

· The form is simplified this year.  There are ten questions that should take no more than ten minutes for each person living at an address.

· The census is filled out by the home owner or renter.
· There are no questions asking for SSNs or income level.

· April 1, 2010 is Census Day.  Questionnaires are sent out in February and March.  If a questionnaire is not returned a second one will be sent out on April 1st.  During May and June Census people will visit households who have not mailed in their forms.
· Jobs are available for people 18 years or older.  The salaries are in the order of $25 per hour and are for census takers and clerical help.  Information can be found at www.2010censusjobs.gov.

· Joe Ianniello offered to discuss this at any group meetings people may have.

Old Business:
1. Web site update:  The website is ready for alpha testing.  Laura Hurwitz volunteered to do the testing.
2. Standing Committee's Reports, Updates, and 2010 Goals if Applicable
· Standing Committee 1:  Business & Economic Development
· The City’s NRZ office under the direction of Angie Staltaro has applied for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for $60,000 to develop a Black Rock Village District.
· The initial draft of the Black Village District Zoning Regulations and Design Criteria has been done.  The Village District subcommittee plans to visit the Town of Madison to discuss their Village District project.  Sam Shaw from the Office of Planning and Economic Development is arranging a meeting.
· A new RFP has been issued for the Black Rock Bank building on Fairfield Avenue.
· Standing Committee 2:  Education
· Laura Hurwitz reported that she would be meeting with State Representative Auden Grogins to make Black Rock School a kindergarten to eighth grade school.
· This change could eliminate openings Black Rock School now has for additional students.
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture
· There was a meeting held on Tuesday, January 19th with 5 people attending.
· The speaker at the next meeting will be Penny Harrison, newly hired Arts Council Commissioner for the City.

· There will be a wine tasting at the Black Rock Library on January 28th.

· Black History month will be celebrated at the Black Rock Library in February with a series of events.

· A Mardi Gras festival will be held February 13th at the Black Rock Library to raise funds for the Children’s Reading program.

· The Art Walk wasn’t too successful last year.  It’s under discussion whether to change to an Arts Festival once or twice a year.
· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation
· An appeal has been filed on the Historic District Commissions ruling to allow development on the historic house at on Brewster Street.  No update on the appeal. 
· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications
· Frank Basler reported that a meeting was held with a member of the Black Rock Business Association to discuss improvements to the district.

· The Black Rock Business Association (BRBA) wants to get a person to interact with the City on behalf of the Black Rock businesses.

· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety:  Kristine DeMarco sent a report on the meeting on the parking problem at Ellsworth Field held on January 13, 2010 hosted by State Representative Auden Grogins at the Black Rock Library.  Excerpts from the report were read at the meeting.
· Kristine DeMarco will meet with the Standing Committee and develop an approach to make sure these items are implemented or to help in the implementation process.
· Representative Auden Grogins’ notes from the meeting are attached to this report.

· Jackie Heneage will draft a letter to the Mayor with copies to State Representative Auden Grogins and City Council Members Sue Brannelly and Marty McCarthy in support of extending the sidewalk on Gilman Street to Courtland Avenue.

· A discussion followed with suggestions to appear before the City Council and have petitions signed to attach to the letter.  The point was made that without a sidewalk there is no handicapped access to the Saint Mary’s park area.

· Nominating Committee:

· John Lee reported that there were two resignations this month from the Board of Directors – Holly Kotos and Donald Greenberg.  Holly Kotos also served on the Nominating Committee.  John will provide a recommendation at the next meeting for her replacement.
3. Status of 501(c) 3: No update
New Business:
1. Annual Report: The Annual Report for the Second Half of 2009 is completed and has been approved by the Executive Committee.  It wil distributed by early February.
1. Set Regular Meeting Dates for 2010: The recommended Regular Meeting schedule below was agreed to by the Board.  There is a problem with the meeting on March 29th because the Cathedral of Faith Church is not available.  The President was given the task to either move the date or find a different venue for the meeting.
· January 25, 2010

· March 29, 2010

· June 21, 2010  (Organizational Meeting)

· October 25, 2010

A motion was made by John Lee and seconded by Kraig Steffen to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 pm.  It was unanimously passed.

Attachment: State Representative Auden Grogins Minutes from January 13th Ellsworth Field Security and Parking Forum Minutes

Guest Panel

· Ted Grabarz, Deputy Director of Parks Department City of Bridgeport

· Susan Brannelly, City Councilwoman

· Chief of Police, Joseph Gaudett

· Auden Grogins, State Representative

Complaints/Comments Regarding Parking and Security

· Parking and issues with little league participants (Parents parking in no parking area)

· Do not obey traffic signals

· No Parking Signs taken down in the park

· Safety issues for children in high traffic area 

· Residents cannot exit cars out of driveways

· Residents cannot see children crossing the street

· Police do not fully enforce no parking restrictions

· No parking areas do not stand out

· Additional parking is needed 

· After dark police do not enforce the closing of the park and there are trespassers at night making residents feel unsafe

 Proposed Solutions
· Approach St. Mark’s, St. Ann’s, Fayerweather, Krauzers, and Unity Church to request use of parking lots for alternative parking

· Paint no parking curb on Brewster Street to Ellsworth Street to highlight no parking area

· Place horses and/or cones in no parking areas so little league attendees cannot park there

· Find volunteer from little league to enforce no parking restrictions

· Have a designated drop off area with a sign (City will provide sign)

· Keep everyone off the street from parking

· Have police supply parking attendant to enforce no parking areas

· Make Hackley Street to Ellsworth Street one way during the summer

· Put more “no parking” signs up around Park 

· Have parking on the opposite side of the street so drivers can see children cross the street

· Install speed bumps

· Have crossing guards

· Park Department to make cuts in the road to make street wider

Final Agreed Upon Short Term Solutions

· Chief of Police will enforce “no parking” areas and ticket violators

· State Rep Grogins will explore alternative parking areas at St. Ann’s, St. Mark’s, Unity Church and Krauzers

· Ted Grabarz/Park Department will paint the curb yellow from Brewster to Ellsworth to highlight “no parking” areas

· Ted Grabarz/Parks Department will install more “no parking” signs

· Parks Department will put up a sign for designated drop off area

· Parks Department will supply cones and horses to little league to put out during season to keep vehicles out of “no parking” areas.

Long term solutions

· Parks Department Will make roads wider by making cuts in road

· Parks Department will submit request for traffic study to make Ellsworth Street a one way street

· Chief  will look into crossing guards and will enforce no parking areas

· Chief  will move stop sign at Ellsworth and Brewster Street to be more visible

· Chief will look into making Hackley to Brewster one way

· Chief of Police will paint curb yellow on Ellsworth Street and Brewster Street in designated “no parking” area.
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