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Vice President Joe Ianniello called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Phil Blagys
	Scott Hughes
	John Lee

	Kristine De Marco
	Joe Ianniello
	Gerry Manning

	Jackie Heneage
	Bishop Kelly
	Angie Staltaro


Also attending the meeting:

	Maxine Greenberg
	Brian Kotos
	Andre Ruellan

	Donna Fewell
	Carmen Lopez
	Samuel Shaw

	Peter Holecz
	Ed Piquette
	Maria Zambrano

	Peggy Ianniello
	Dale Radcliffe
	


Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made by Gerry Manning and seconded by Bishop Kelly to approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting on June 22, 2009.  It passed unanimously.
Special Speaker:  Scott Hughes (Director of the Bridgeport Public Libraries) discussed a Referendum that will appear on the ballot for the November 3, 2009 municipal elections.  This Referendum will ask voters if they want to set aside 1 mil of the City Budget for the Library.  He stated a "Yes" vote will simply allocate more of the already existing tax dollars to the Bridgeport Public Libraries.  A favorable vote on the library question will allow the library to provide quality services that so many Bridgeport residents rely on.
He also stated that one mill or $6.9 million will pay for computers and technology resources at all local branches. It will ensure "teen" space for young adults at all locations, completion of the Main Library's Children's Library Project, provide two new full service libraries, restore bookmobile services, extend library hours, enhance book and historical collections and expand technology resources. It will also boost library collections, programs and technology resources geared towards seniors, children and young adults.
The present allocation to the library is 0.69 mils.  But if this Referendum passes, costs that are presently assumed by other City budgeted items will be allocated to the Library.  Therefore, effectively the Library will receive less than 0.3 mils or $2.2 million in additional funds. 

Phil Blagys mentioned that there will be a fundraiser on Sunday, October 4th to benefit the Library.  

New Business:
· Organizational Discussion: Joe Ianniello chaired this meeting because Kristine DeMarco has resigned as President of the Black Rock NRZ.  She will still be a member of the Board and will continue Chairing Standing Committee 6 – Quality of Life.
Joe Ianniello thanked Kristine for her work on both the planning committee and the implementation committee of the NRZ.  He stated he enjoyed working with her because of her knowledge and leadership capability.

Finally, Joe discussed the bylaws, and they say when an office is vacated we have to have an election to fill it.  Also, he recommended to the Board that we elect a secretary and a Nominating Standing Committee.  The Nominating Standing Committee’s job is to validate candidates for the Board of Directors.  If any Board members resign or terms expire, we don’t have the ability to replace them without a Nominating Committee.

The chairmen proposed and there were no objections that at the next Board meeting we will elect:

· A President

· A Secretary

· A Nominating Committee to consist of 4 members as follows

· One member of the Executive Committee (President, Vice President, Treasurer, or Secretary) 
· 3 Board Members.

Old Business:
2. Web site update by Brian Kotos:  Brian Kotos, Holly Kotos, Alice Fritz and Joe Ianniello met on September 5, 2009.  The web site is nearing the point where it can be available.  The website will provide pages for each of the standing committees as well as a home page.  Brian will assign user names and passwords to people who will have permissions to write information on the web pages.  There will be two levels of permissions for loading data onto the site:
· Each standing committee chair will have access to their web page.

· Selected people will have access to all pages.
3. Standing Committee's Reports and Updates
· Standing Committee 1:  Business & Economic Development:  
Black Rock Village District:  Joe Ianniello discussed what the committee was doing with the Village District Concept.  Basically, they decided to start with a small committee to draft two critical documents – the Zoning Overlay that will be submitted to PZC and the Design Guidelines. 

They modeled the Zoning Overlay after Article 10, the Downtown Village District of the proposed, new Zoning Regulations.  They have a copy of the West Side Design Guidelines which they hope to customize to Black Rock.  They’re not sure how to approach this.

They decided to start with a small committee because they feel it’s easier to get something drafted so reviews will be against concrete information not thoughts or generalized documents. Joe met with Mike Nidoh, City’s Office of Planning and Economic Development) last week, to go over our approach and get his input.  It was a 2 hour meeting and Mike was very supportive as indicated by him assigning Sam Shaw from his department to help.

Black Rock Bank update: The Grant Application submitted to the CT Trust for Historic Preservation to support the City’s generation of an RFP (Request for Proposal) was not awarded to the City and Black Rock NRZ.  However, the City did use information from the Grant Application for the RFP and referenced the NRZ.  One potential developer contacted the NRZ and had discussions on the basic concept provided in the NRZ application.  The developer submitted a bid and his concepts appear to be very similar to that set forth in the Grant Application.
Signage:  The City will provide 2 signs at gateways to Black Rock and about 15 post signs that will be placed on existing posts such as those that house parking signs.  The design of the sign is nearing completion; the committee has to settle on a symbol for Black Rock.
· Standing Committee 2:  Education (No report)
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture (No report)
· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation
· Brewster Street House (Status same as last meeting)
· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications
· Meeting at Longfellow School
· PT Barnum Family Day Picnic

John Lee began a discussion on the meeting at Longfellow School.  He also stated and some NRZ Board members attended the PT Barnum Family day picnic.  The result of the meeting at Longfellow School was a review of the parks in that area.  

There was a discussion in which people expressed serious concern that the NRZ wasn’t following up in a timely manner on PT Barnum issues.  Also, people said there was a serious problem with crime in the area.  
Phil Blagys, Chairman of the BRCC and of its Public Safety forum invited PT Barnum Residents Association to attend the next meeting of the Public Safety Committee on Tuesday, October 06, 2009 at the Burroughs Community Center at 7:00 pm.  He collected contact information to firm up the invitation.  He offered to include City Police officers responsible for the PT areas at the next meeting of the Safety Committee and invite
Joe Ianniello will join the next meeting of the PT Barnum Tenants Association at the Gary Crooks Center to and was asked if he’d give a presentation on the NRZ.  Joe will ask the chair of the outreach standing committee to join him.

· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety (No Report)
· Review of Recommended Projects:  Joe Ianniello reported that the Black Rock NRZ is preparing to move into a new phase.  The organizational structure is in place, issues and tasks are being discussed in Standing Committees, and projects are being identified.  The new phase will require the acquisition of funds through government of foundation grants.  A financial structure must be put in place to solicit and manage funds.
4. Status of 501(c) 3:  Joe Ianniello asked for volunteers to help develop that paperwork to put this into place.
5. Additional Old Business (None)
Set Next Meeting Date:  Tentatively set for October 26, 2009
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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