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Board members in attendance were:
	Dave Barbour
	Peter Holecz
	John Soltis
	

	Stephanie Barnes,
	Joe Ianniello
	Kraig Steffan

	Frank Basler
	John Marshall Lee
	Jim White 

	Phil Blagys
	Gerry Manning
	Doran Wright 

	Joy Cline
	John Schwarten
	


Also attending were Steve Stafstrom, Peggy Ianniello, Wendy Nylen, Angie, Christina Smith of the Grants Department, Meredith VandenHandel, Steve Wittkoff, Suzanne Filotei, Bob Filotel, Mary Filo, Matthew DeStefano, Patti Falk, Joe Stevens, Gail Robinson, Peggy Ianniello, Jean Correa, Auden Groggins, Ann Marie Klein, and Darryl Manning.
Meeting came to order:  7:02 PM:

Approval of Minutes:  Regular Meeting on May 31, 2014.  Joe Ianniello moved; John Marshall Lee seconded; the vote was unanimous.

Old Business:

· NRZ Leadership Committee: 

Joe Ianniello filled in our guests on how the NRZ Leadership Committee is constituted and who is on it.  Their primary focus currently is strengthening the relationship with the City’s Development Department.
· Treasurers Report:  John Marshall Lee said once again no funds came in, and no moneys were expended this month.  There is $1851.68 in the account. 
· Nominating Committee:  John Marshall Lee noted Frank Basler’s resignation as Secretary and from the Board, since his term ends this year.  He moved Frank’s resignation and the removal of two members who do not attend or have moved:  Bishop Diamond and Felicia Stoval Upchurch.  Joe Ianniello moved and Jim White seconded a motion to add Doran Wright to the board.  Both motions were approved unanimously.  
Doran introduced himself and  his many involvements with and history in Bridgeport.  He described the formation of PT Partners, which now has a Director and is on track to become a national best practice among public housing resident organizations.  Steve Stafstrom clarified his role as liaison with Stephanie Barnes on the Village District Committee.
The Board approved the nomination of John Schwarten as Treasurer; John Marshall Lee will become Secretary.
Standing Committees Progress Reports, Updates

· Standing Committee 1:  Business and Economic Development 
 
Village District Subcommittee  Stephanie Barnes reported:  On June 20th, Steph Barnes and Steve Stafstrom, representing the NRZ Village District subcommittee, met with David Kooris, City of Bridgeport Economic Development Director, and several members of his staff to discuss the Village District concept and zoning on Fairfield Avenue.  They were informed that the City is in the final stages of drafting new zoning rules for Fairfield Avenue and similar commercial districts throughout the City – rules which are aimed at improving curb appeal and the “pedestrian experience.”  They asked that when the draft of those rules will be finalized (likely later this summer), it be presented to the NRZ for review and comment before it is presented to the Planning and Zoning Commission for approval.  We await that draft from the City. 
Steve Stafstrom elaborated on this written report above that Stephanie had submitted earlier.  He said the group has decided to wait until they see what the zoning is likely to be before tackling the problem of how to find funds to help the businesses East of Ellsworth comply with the new zoning.

Gerry Manning passed out a list of $775,500 worth Black Rock District Improvements that have been proposed.  Auden Groggins said much of this could be accomplished, even though the bond money she has secured amounts to $500,000.  For example, we could stop short of Krausers,and some of the items could be done by the City, not using this bond money.
· Standing Committee 2:  Education;  Laura Hurwitz was unable to attend
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture – Bruce Williams had a conflicting meeting:

· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation

· Gerry reported on a small committee including Dave Barbour (AND JIM WHITE??) that has been meeting with Tom Brennan on his 57 or 58 unit, 5 story project, for which he is asking a height variance and a Zoning variance for parking on the empty lot on Courtland.  The group hasn’t been very pleased with the plans proposed so far.  Ray Rizzio is the attorney for Brennan, and the group has had a good dialogue with him.  Mr. Rizzio says nothing will happen until August, by which time the group hopes to have a meeting with Mr. Brennan to further discuss his plans.  
· Some of the guests spoke, voicing both concern about the height and (another) support for the fact that Mr. Brennan is putting money into the neighborhood/City, making the point that if he doesn’t get the variances, we could get something far less desirable. 
· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications:  Frank Basler met with Doran Wright to brief him on the NRZ and its projects before securing his agreement to be placed in nomination for membership.
· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety:  Kraig Steffan reported later in the meeting that Ash Creek Conservation Association (ACCA) is continuing to develop its Master Plan for the restoration of the St Mary’s beach area.  There are a lot of benefits for putting in a great deal more sand both for beach grass and wildlife and, of course, to protect the marsh and neighboring houses on the North side of the sand spit.  The proposal is a win-win, since more sand will also benefits those who want to use the spit for bathing and picnicking.  Three parties are involved: the City, the Town of Fairfield, and the State.  ACCA is likely to come back to the NRZ Board with a request for support, as they discuss the plan with these three parties.
Other Business:

Phil Blagys said  BRNA received good feedback from the Grants Department on the grant which we have submitted for the restoration of the base of the Lighthouse.    Ben’s Lighthouse group painted it and spruced up the grounds.  That went over very well.    It is relit.  But we do need the resurfacing and the base rebuilt.

The Coast Guard Cutter was commissioned last month with Kathleen Moore’s name on it.  (She was out there for 65 to 70 years and is credited with saving 22 lives!)   The Bollinger Shipyard folks created a beautiful monument for her, which received an official dedication at her grave site, with the Governor’s wife, the Mayor and other dignitaries attending.  Within a month we are hoping to schedule a dedication for the new plaque honoring Ms. Moore at the corner of Seaside and Beacon (a site chosen for its view of the Lighthouse and its proximity to our other historic plaques nearby).
Bank Building:  Gerry gave an update on the Bank Building.  ____?____ O’Neill has a 90 day agreement with a restaurateur who is considering a $1.4M upgrade of the building; he would keep the mural and the safe and develop a high-end restaurant with banquet facilities.  All of the engineering and reporting has been done.  And, he has secured approval from the City.  Discussions continue, since the restaurateur wants to buy the building.  To be continued!
Guest Speaker:   
John Marshall Lee introduced Christina ____________, the new Grants Officer for the City.  She told us she has been in her job for nine months, bringing investment banking experience in NYC.  Two years ago, she went back to school in the UK and received a masters degree in sustainable architecture and a second in urban regeneration.  She talked about the recent agreement with Kaboom to build a playground on Shell Street, a site which has the advantage of being multi-generational (and flat).  The funder’s identity is yet to be disclosed
Kaboom’s modus operandi is to involve the community in all aspects of planning, design, and construction of the many playgrounds it has created throught the nation.  Doran Wright said PT Partners is already in discussions with Kaboom.
Meeting adjourned: 8:59 PM upon a motion by John Marshall Lee, seconded by Peter Holecz

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, Sept. 29, 2014

Respectfully submitted,

Frank Basler, Secretary, Black Rock NRZ      
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