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President Joe Ianniello called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Phil Blagys
	John Lee
	Bruce Williams

	Laura Hurwitz
	Angie Staltaro
	

	Joe Ianniello
	Kathy vanRenesse
	


Also attending the meeting:

	Christopher Adams
	Peggy Ianniello
	Patty Scott

	Suzanne Filotei
	Scott Kirk
	Katherine Woodhead

	Bob Filotei
	Tom Mulligan
	


Approval of Minutes:  John Lee made a motion that was seconded by Laura Hurwitz to approve the minutes of the Board Meeting on April 4, 2010.  It passed unanimously.
Elections:
1. Board of Directors:  John Lee made a report for the Nominating Committee that is listed in Appendix A.  He noted that Donna Curran resigned.  The report recommended the following people be added to the NRZ Board of Directors with terms as listed.

	Nominee
	End of term

	John Hernandez
	June 2011

	Patty Scott
	June 2013

	Katherine Woodhead
	June 2013

	Christopher Adams
	June 2013

	Luther Blackwell
	June 2012


A motion was made by John Lee, seconded by Laura Hurwitz, to accept the report of the Nominating Committee. It was unanimously approved.
President Ianniello called for any additional nominations.  There were none.

The list of people as nominated was unanimously approved as Members of the Board of Directors.

Appendix B lists the complete Board of Directors list with their terms of office. 
2. Officers
· President.  On a motion by Phil Blagys seconded by John Lee, Joe Ianniello was nominated as President.  There were no other nominations, and the motion was passed unanimously.
· Vice President.  On a motion by Angie Staltaro seconded by Bruce Williams, Kristine DeMarco was nominated as Vice President.  There were no other nominations, and the motion was passed unanimously.
· Treasurer.  On a motion by Angie Staltaro seconded by Laura Hurwitz, John Lee was nominated as Treasurer.  There were no other nominations, and the motion was passed unanimously.
· Secretary. On a motion by Angie Staltaro seconded by John Lee, Kathy van Renesse was nominated as Secretary.  There were no other nominations, and the motion was passed unanimously. 
Special Presentation: Preliminary Black Rock Village District Concepts:  Phil Blagys and Joe Ianniello gave a PowerPoint presentation on the concepts that are being proposed for the Development of a Village District in Black Rock.  They made the following points:
· The purpose of the presentation was to keep everyone informed, get inputs from the Board and others attending the meeting

· It’s important that we build consensus and that the Village District benefits everyone; the residents, the businesses, and the property owners.

· Because this is a complex activity we must: 

· Begin with basic, simple activities that demonstrate “new things are happening in the commercial district so that public confidence will grow and as participants understanding of the revitalization process becomes more sophisticated we will be able to tackle increasingly more complex and ambitious projects.
· This means convincing residents, property owners, and businesses of the rewards they’d reap by investing time and money in the Village District – the heart of the community.

· They showed pictures of the Quarterboard Row and Port Café areas to illustrate the potential for a Village District.

· They stated that the advantages are:

· For the community:  Black Rock  will be a more desirable place to live

· For the businesses: They will be able to attract more customers

· For property owners and developers:  Zoning regulations will be easier to use and parking regulations will be less onerous

· The initial model being used is Bridgeport’s Downtown Village District but the committee will visit other cities that have developed these types of concepts 

· They hope to motivate others to get involved and act as ambassadors to the community and talk about the advantages of a Village District
· Phil Blagys emphasized that this is a preliminary report; they have visited Middletown and will be visiting Norwich.

· Laura Hurwitz stated we needed signage to tell drivers where the Municipal lots are.

· John Lee stated that parking is an issue, and that people in apartments on Fairfield Avenue are unhappy with the parking situation.

· Patty Scott suggested that we consider petitioning the state to reroute Route 130 – possibly to Commerce Drive – so that it does pass through Fairfield Avenue.  Phil Blagys stated that the Black Rock Safety Council of the BRCC are working with the City to install standard signage along Fairfield Avenue warning motorists to yield to pedestrians in crosswalks. 
Old Business:
1. Treasurers Report:  Appendix C is a summary of the Treasurer’s report from John Lee.  The Saint Mark’s Grant Application required 2 yellow book appraisals at a total expenditure of $6,500.  Donations totaled $4,336 leaving a deficit of $2,264.  John Lee used his personal money to make up the deficit.  
John Lee posed the question, “If we can’t raise the cost for appraisals, how can we consider raising non-grant funds necessary to purchase the property”?
Since the Board voted to pursue the grant application, Board Members should try to find ways reimburse the treasurer.
A lesson learned from this application is that when proposals for activities are put before the Board, estimates of the cost, and its funding, should be presented.

Kathy van Renesse made a motion, seconded by Laura Hurwitz, to accept the Treasurer’s report.  The motion passed unanimously.

2. Website update:  Preliminary alpha testing of the website is in process.  Joe Ianniello reported that the file structure was not as found on a professional Microsoft windows or Mac PC.  Laura Hurwitz has also been alpha-testing the website.  Joe Ianniello is uncertain if the website can be easily used or if it would require a webmaster.  Laura Hurwitz feels it can provide a good resource for communications of the NRZ activity.
Since the website falls is really a communications vehicle, Joe Ianniello will ask Frank Basler, Chair of the Standing Committee on Outreach and Communications to evaluate the need for the website.  
3. Standing Committee's Reports and Updates
· Standing Committee 1:  Business & Economic Development
· Status of Village District efforts
· Standing Committee 2:  Education:  Laura Hurwitz reported that it will be known by September 1st if State money is approved for school construction to make Black Rock School from Kindergarten through eighth grade.
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture:  Kathy van Renesse reported that the committee wants to have an Arts Festival twice a year.  They have not gotten commitments of support from businesses/galleries on the Avenue.  

John Lee suggested getting the Spas involved in contribution to activities along Fairfield Avenue, especially in contributing donations.
· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation:  Joe Ianniello stated that Bruce Williams has suggested that Jetland Place be considered for an historic district.  Patty Scott was asked to consider taking over this Standing Committee.
· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications: No report.
· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety
· Grant Application for Saint Marks Park was delivered on time and we should hear the results in the fall.
4. Status of 501(c)3: John Lee and Joe Ianniello are working on the application for a 501(c)3 designation for the Black Rock NRZ.  This will allow donors to claim a charitable deduction and will make the NRZ eligible for grants.  They will meet with a CPA specializing in 501(c)3’s and plan to submit the application in the early fall.
5. John Lee made a motion, seconded by Laura Hurwitz, to adjourn which was unanimously passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
Appendix A: Report of the Nominating Committee
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Chairman: John Marshall Lee, Frank Basler, Laura Hurwitz, Donna
Curran (resignation request outstanding)

The number of authorized directors by our Corporate By-Laws
indicates a minimum of 14 and a maximum of 21 nominated and
elected to serve a period of up to three years. (In addition there are
three ex officio members of the Board who are members by dint of
their position, elected or appomted whose term is dependent upon
their position.)

The nominating committee canvassed the directors from the Class of
2010 and discovered that Phil Blagys, Bishop Kelly and Miguel
lomasio were willing to stand for re-election. Resignations from
Holly Kotos and Don Greenberg were received by the Board. Donna
Curran from the Class of 2011 desires to stand down at this time due
to the press of professional duties. She has been helpful with our
nomination process, before completing her duties and resignation.
This leaves a net potential number to be appointed at this time of six
(6). We present and recommend five candidates.

The Nominating committee has searched and screened a number of
people interested in our neighborhood. We present the following
candidates who represent a variety of backgrounds, vocational
experience, neighborhood interests and residence locations. Each of
them has shown an above average interest in our Bridgeport
community, has indicated a willingness to participate on a regular
basis with our Board, and an interest (in the time available to them)
in helping to shape the future of our neighborhood through NRZ
service.

John Hernandez, 152 St.Stephen’s Road, Bridgeport, CT (2011)
Patty Scott, 62 Prescott Street, Bridgeport, CT @ _
Katherine Woodhead, 336 Grover’s Ave., Bridgeport, CT 013
Christopher Adams, 196 Martin Terrace, Bridgeport, CT &2@
Luther Blackwell, (?) Bridgeport, CT 06605 (2012)





Appendix B:  NRZ Board of Directors
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Kristine DeMarco June 2011
John Hernandez ~June 2011

ScottHughes | June 2011

Johnlee T june2011 |
KraigSteffen | Jjune 2011__
Grand total number of Directors 20
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Ex Officio Members

Susan Brannelly N/A
Martin McCarthy N/A

Angie Staltaro N/A




Appendix C:  Treasurer’s Report
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Amount

Balance

1 at $3000.00

$3,000.00

0

7 at $100.0

$700.00

1 at $200.00

$200.00

1 at $300.00

$300.00

1 at $36.00

$36.00

subtotal =

$4,236.00

$4,236.00

Expendatures

St. Marks Appraisal by Kerin Fazio

$3,000.00

St. Marks Appraisal by Von Ancken & Associates

$3,500.00

subtotal =

$6,500.00

($2,264.00)
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