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The meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Stephanie Barnes
	Joe Ianniello
	Angie Staltaro
	

	Frank Basler
	John Marshall Lee
	Steve Stafstrom

	Joy Cline
	Gerry Manning
	James B. White

	John Gibson
	Kraig Steffen
	Bruce Williams

	Peter Holecz
	John Soltis
	

	Laura Hurwitz
	Maritzka Jones Stevenson
	


Also attending the meeting was:  Peggy Ianniello.   
Speakers: The speakers for the meeting were Kraig Steffen and John Gibson.  They discussed the NRZ’s direction on the environment.  The environment is part of Standing Committee 6’s tasks.

By way of introduction, the chairman made the following comments:  There are two major tasks in our Strategic Plan that have to be energetically addressed.
· (S/C 1) Economic Development along Fairfield Avenue.

· (S/C 6) Quality of Life – Environmental issues.  The environmental issues are closely aligned with the Ash Creek Conservation Association’s strategic plan.  Kraig, who serves on both our and the ACCA’s BOD and John Gibson, also on the ACCA’s BOD have agreed to co-chair S/C 6 to address this and will discuss those issues during the meeting.

Kraig and John passed out the following outline for their remarks:

We believe an approach that focuses on well defined projects that improve the overall environmental quality of life in Black Rock should be the emphasis.  As in early NRZ planning documents we have divided projects up into short, medium and long term projects.

A. Short Term

· Bikeway improvements

· Micro green space improvements – work with Garden Club and BRCC.   Example: Fairfield Avenue Berms.

· Abandoned lots

· Seabright Beach restoration (Kraig said the City is planning to fix the storm drains and install a new, improved sidewalk at the beach.

B. Medium Term

· St. Mary’s Beach: Coordinate community input (BRGC, Old Black Rock, ACCA, City and Town)

· Berm plantings

· Community information/projects on street drains, rain gardens, rain barrels, invasive species, and other sustainability and/or green infrastructure projects.  
· Develop and support school/community projects with environmental/green space themes.  
· There was discussion about the effort, unsuccessful so far, to include the Mill River curriculum in Black Rock School.
C. Long Term

· Infrastructure concerns – Combined Storm and Sewer drainage system
· Restoration projects along Black Rock Harbor and Ash Creek.  

Approval of Minutes: 
Peter Holecz moved and Gerry Manning seconded a motion to approve the minutes of March 25, 2013.  The motion carried with two abstentions by Laura Hurwitz and John Soltis.                                                 

Treasurers Report:  
Checkbook balance is $2,098.95 (same as last report)

Current bills:

1. U.S. Post Office box: $144 for May and November.  We have not received mail for 120 days.  John Marshall Lee moved and Frank Basler seconded a motion to request the BRCC to accept our mail at their office in the Burroughs Community Center to save this expense.  The motion carried unanimously.
2. A motion was made by Gerry Manning, seconded by John Soltis, to reimburse Jim White $50.23 for printing and copying a map of the Village District and leaflets for the Fairfield Avenue Economic Development project and to allow expediting payments below $75.00 pursuant to a project providing that a majority of the Executive Committee approve.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
Angie Staltaro noted that she can arrange for printing/copying through her office.
3. Treasurer John Marshall Lee asked that we authorize him to write a check for $125 to Barron Gannon & Co. P.C. for tax reporting to the IRS.  (They prepared Form 990-N for 2012, and gave us a courtesy discount of 50%).  Peter Holecz made a motion to provide this authorization; Gerry Manning seconded, and it passed unanimously. 
· Elections:  

The Chairman Joe Ianniello made the following comments.  “Before I ask John Marshall Lee to present the recommendations of the Nominating Committee I’d like to make a few comments;

· I’ve served 3.5 terms as your president which is the limit our bylaws allow.  It’s been both a pleasure and a rewarding experience.

· A pleasure because I’ve met and worked with:

1. The members and friends of the Board
2. Members of the city administration in the NRZ office; the anti blight office; and economic development office

3. Also, I’ve met and worked with the leadership and members of the other 5 NRZs and the two future NRZs

4. And last but not least, all of the Black Rock organizations.

· It’s been rewarding because I believe we – working together -- have made positive contributions to Black Rock and the city”.

· Joe receive a warm thank you and a big round of applause from everyone in the room

John Marshall Lee reported on the Nominating Committee’s recommendations for new board members and officers
· Members of the Board of Directors class of 2016:

· Joy Cline

· John Gibson

· Shaquanna Shaw

· Jim White

Felicia Stovall Upchurch will continue on as a member of this class; since she works at night, Bernadette Brooks will attend in her place.  Bishop John Diamond will also continue as a member of the class of ’16.  

Also, William Giblin has moved and is no longer a member (class of 2015).

· Officers:
· President: Gerry Manning
· Vice President: Stephanie Barnes
· Secretary: Frank Basler
· Treasurer: John Marshall Lee

After three calls for additional nominations, no other nominations from the floor were forthcoming, so the Chairman instructed Secretary Frank Basler to cast a vote for the slate presented and the Nominating Committee’s recommendations were accepted by acclamation.  The new members and officers were welcomed warmly.

The Nomination Committee proposed that Phil Blagys and Joe Ianniello be added to the Executive Committee.  A motion was made by John Marshall Lee, seconded by Gerry Manning, to make these additions and it was unanimously passed.
Mr. Lee thanked Laura Hurwitz, John Soltis, and Frank Basler for their contributions to the variety, ability and interest of this year’s nominees.

Chairman’s Comments:  I think the Nominating Committee has selected a great slate of candidates and I urge you to continue providing them with the same support you’ve provided my administration.  
· NRZ Leadership Committee:  

· New Bylaws:  The following changes have been made:

· Voting Rules: Each NRZ has one vote.  A change was made to define how the vote should be cast.  The highest ranking executive of each NRZ shall determine the NRZ’s vote.  The rank order of precedence is President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and then any proxy.  
· Public Hearings shall be held prior to each meeting
· There has been an administrative realignment of minutes and notifications to bring the Leadership Committee in compliance with FOI in anticipation of the NRZ being ruled a creature of the city for Indemnification of NRZ members.
· CDBG Funding Status:  Angie Staltaro reported that unspent Community Development Block Grant funds from prior years will be added to this year’s distribution.  The amount is estimated at $700,000.  That would, be simple division of 7 NRZs city-wide into the total equaling $100,000 that would accrue to our NRZ.  This is hypothetical, however.  Actual dollars may – or may not –actually exist. 

Angie continued that Black Rock should get the sideways around the Burroughs Community Center and the Boys and Girls Club and the renovation to Ellsworth tennis courts because those projects have already been submitted.

Angie also stated that State Senator Andre Ayala has submitted a request to the State for $1M for streetscape projects to be split among the Bridgeport NRZs.

· Standing Committee's Reports and Updates

· Standing Committee 1:  Business and Economic Development:  Gerry Manning said there is nothing new to report since the addition of the JP Philbin Garden Center on Fairfield Avenue.  He and Jim White will be working together on the Village District project
· Standing Committee 2:  Education: Laura Hurwitz reported that progress continues in adding pre-K and 7th and 8th grades to Black Rock School.  There is one hold out among the homes being acquired to accommodate the expansion.  They may have to resort to using eminent domain.  Another option, being explored by the architect, is to revise the plan in order to carve that parcel out, thus avoiding a lengthy eminent domain process.
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture; Bruce Williams said: 
· The 3rd annual City by the Sea Arts Fair will be on Saturday and Sunday, August 24th and 25th at Captains Cove Seaport – the same days as the Bluefish tournament.  Peter Konsterlie has agreed to serve as the judge. 
· There will be a reception for last year’s winners on July 20th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm at Framemakers at 3004 Fairfield Avenue in Quarterboard Row.

· An art show for the works of the winners of last year’s competition will be held at Framemakers from July 5th to July 31st.  

· Please try to attend these events to show our appreciation and support of the Art Fair.

· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation:  Regarding the 340 Brewster St. Property, Gerry Manning has talked with the developer and his attorney and arranged for them to meet with Stuart Sachs of the Historic District Committee, to help them understand HDC guidelines.  We are waiting for Brewster St. Partners (the developer) to provide a schedule for the reconstruction of the house at the front of the property.  Gerry assured the board that things are moving forward.

· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications:  No report.

· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety: The speakers covered the status in their discussion at the beginning of the meeting.
· Black Rock Community Council Report:  Phil Blagys was not available to report on the BRCC.  But the chairman made the following comments:

· Black Rock Day:  I’d like to express my congratulations and admiration to the BRCC on the excellent program book they published.  This book was as good/better than any I have ever seen.  The book contains the history of the BRCC and other articles that I urge everyone to read.  (Written by Phil).  The presentation of the sponsors was excellently done.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm.

NEXT MEETING: Monday, October 28, 7:00 pm; place to be announced
Respectfully submitted,

Frank Basler 

Secretary, Black Rock NRZ
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