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The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Frank Basler
	Jackie Heneage
	John Soltis

	David Barbour
	Peter Holecz
	Angie Staltaro

	Phil Blagys
	Joe Ianniello
	Bruce Williams

	Bishop John Diamond
	Gerry Manning
	


Also attending the meeting was:

	Bob Filotei
	Ann-Marie Klein
	Diane Vulcano

	Suzanne Filotei
	Darryl Manning
	Jim White

	Peggy Ianniello
	Andre Ruellen
	


Approval of Minutes: A motion made by Peter Holecz, seconded by Gerry Manning, to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting on January 23, 2012 was unanimously approved.  
First Special Speaker:  Phil Blagys gave a presentation entitled, “The BRCC, 2012 and Beyond” in which he discussed the history, organization, the current programs, and events of the Black Rock Community Council.  He stated the BRCC presently has 400 to 500 members.

Of particular interest is the BRCC Public Safety Program.  Phil chairs the effort.  The effort has been very successful with an organization that covers much of Black Rock and has had both vehicle and foot patrol efforts.  The program has monthly meetings of the Area Coordinators and with Police Captain Brian McCarthy who is commander of the Western Sector of Bridgeport.
Other key committees of the BRCC are the History Committee, the Lighthouse Committee, and the Visual Improvement Committee.
Of special note is Black Rock Day which is a celebration of Black Rock.  Black Rock Day includes a parade and afterwards music and festivities at Ellsworth Field.  
Phil also mentioned there is a close coordination between the BRCC and the NRZ.
Second Special Speaker:  Max Perez, Manager of Major Projects and Real Estate in the City’s Office of Planning and Economic Development (OPED) was scheduled to speak on the status of the development of the old Black Rock Bank & Trust building on the corner of Fairfield Avenue and Brewster Street.
Max was unable to attend and another speaker was identified as a substitute but also was unable to attend.  Joe Ianniello was briefed by 3 members of the City Administration and added this briefing to his notes taken at a previous meeting with the Developers who are working with the City on this project.  Joe reported the following:

Developers: Silver Spring Properties, LLC

Principals: Doug Adams and Al Miron

Business Address: Trumbull Connecticut
At a meeting at Burroughs Community Center on November 10, 2011 they made the following statements:

· They had recently formed the LLC

· They have other jobs working for other people

· The two have a lot of experience in attracting developers and have worked on development together in the past

· There will be no demolition; no national drug store chain; no flipping properties

· They feel this is the main property of Black Rock

· They plan to cleanup and restore the building and to restore the mural

· Initial thoughts are that it is desirable for retail

Development Agreement:

· Restrictions include: No guns; no adult entertainment/pornography

· Contingencies:

· Zoning approval

· Environment issues cannot be more than $10,000

· Property title

Status as of April 2012 (As reported by Ed Lavernoich, Max Perez, Sue Brannelly)

· Contract for $45,000 signed, not refundable

· Closing no later than June 15, 2012 when they will take possession

· Doing environmental investigation

· Determining if there is any soil contamination around the oil tank

· Not a deal breaker at this point; City will negotiate if any issues exceed $10,000

· No zoning problems at this point

· Developers are looking for tenants; Have put a for lease sign on building

· Developers have a background in retail/restaurants

· Will not be Barcelona Restaurant; Barcelona wants to go national; e.g. they’re looking in Baltimore

· Developers have other connections

· Developers will invest money in the building; they love the building and will maintain its integrity

Old Business:
· Treasurers Report:  No report. 
· Nominating Committee Report:  No report for this meeting.  The June meeting will be the organizational meeting at which elections of new board members can be made and the elections of officers will be held.
· Bridgeport NRZ Leadership Committee (BNLC) Activities: The leaders of the NRZs meet monthly with members of the City Administration to discuss all city projects.
· Standing Committee's Reports and Updates

· Standing Committee 1:  Business & Economic Development
For CDBG PY-37 (2011, 2012) 
· A contractor is being selected to construct streetscapes (sidewalks) on Albion Street from the end of existing sidewalks to the new Southwest Medical Center.

· An invitation to bid was issued as an Informal Competitive proposal (ICP) to develop the conceptual part of the Village District along Fairfield Avenue from Ellsworth Street to I-95 (Census Track 702).  The primary purpose the project is to spur economic growth and increase the quality of life according to the ICP.
· Responses to the ICP are due on May 4th. 
· Project period is May 7th to July 31st.
· The notice to proceed should be May 14th.

· A member of the NRZ will sit on the Selection Committee.  Dave Barbour volunteered for this.

For CDBG PY-38 (2012, 2013) 
· Applications for three projects were submitted – Commercial rehabilitation of Fairfield Avenue between Ellsworth Street and I-95 ($20K), streetscapes on Ellsworth Street and Martin Terrace around the Burroughs Community Center ($70K), and refurbishment of tennis courts in Ellsworth Field ($45K).
· Standing Committee 2:  No report.
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture:  Bruce Williams reported that planning is underway for this year’s City by the Sea Art Fair at Captains Cove Marina.  The committee is focusing on 2 areas:
1. Website setup and meeting with artists.

· The art fair is scheduled for August 25th – the same day as the Blue Fish tournament.  

· There will be cash prizes for the best art.

2. Bring businesses from Fairfield Avenue to the art fair.

· Get businesses to sponsor the event
· Have businesses buy ads in the Fair’s brochure that people can use as coupons to frequent those businesses/restaurants

Bruce also reported that the HMS Bounty will be at Captains Cove the week before the Arts Fair.

Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation:  Gerry Manning reported that the petition for a variance at 3369 Fairfield Avenue to permit a temporary structure and store landscape equipment and material was denied.  The NRZ was not in favor of this petition.  The developer has requested a meeting with the committee to discuss plans for the property.
The committee is concerned about the Historic House and property at 340 – 344 Brewster Street.  The 3-car garage has collapsed and hasn’t been replaced.  Although the debris from the garage has been removed, the property is a neighborhood eyesore.  The committee plans to address this issue.

· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications.  No report.

· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety. No report.
On a motion by Gerry Manning, seconded by Phil Blagys, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:36 pm.
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