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The meeting was called to order at 7:09 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Frank Basler
	Jackie Heneage
	Joe Ianniello

	David Barbour
	Peter Holecz
	John Marshall Lee

	Susan Brannelly
	Laura Hurwitz
	Angie Staltaro


Also attending the meeting was:

	Peggy Ianniello
	John Schwarten
	Maritzka Jones-Stevenson

	Ann-Marie Klein
	Debbie Sims
	Adam Wood


Approval of Minutes: A motion made by Peter Holecz, seconded by John Marshall Lee, to approve the meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting on April 23, 2012 was unanimously approved.  
Special Guest Speaker:  The Chairman introduced Adam Wood who is the Chief of Staff for the City of Bridgeport.  Mr. Wood is responsible for directing the day-to-day operations in the Mayor's office.

Adam stated that a Parks Master Plan was developed by a nationally known firm, the SASAKI group, after many meetings with members of the community.  The complete Parks Master Plan is available on-line.  He made the following comments on parks in Black Rock:
· Longfellow Park:  The plan for the Cal Ripken association to completely upgrade and refurbish the baseball field has been delayed one year because of environmental problems in that area.  In addition to upgrading the baseball field there will be a walking path around the park and Shell Street will be closed and incorporated into the park.
Ellsworth Field: The City plans to renovate the Tennis Courts.  Joe Ianniello stated that the BR NRZ had applied for next year’s CDBG funding to do this.  Adam said the City will be renovating the tennis courts at Ellsworth when funds are identified – which we hope will be in the short-term.  Also, the City would like to enhance access to the waterfront at the field. 
· Saint Mary’s by the Sea:  The Master Park Plan recommends the following:
· Create a boardwalk for public access to the area of the barrier beach (sand spit) that does not impact the fragile landscape.
· Create two overlooks on North and South sides of the barrier beach for viewing Ask Creek and Long Island Sound.

· Add seating to increase picnicking sites.

· Restore and maintain the dune landscapes.

See attachment B for a sketch of this plan.
Adam stated that this development would be City, State, and federally funded.
He emphasized that the Master Plan proposal is conceptual and there will more input from the community as the plan is finalized.
Remarks by Deborah Thomas-Simms:  In response to a question regarding signs posted on a house on Ellsworth Street, Deborah stated that Neighborhood blight is now a focus of the Neighborhood Revitalization Department.  Deborah is the recently appointed Director of the NRZ Department and Christopher Rosario is the recently appointed Director of Anti Blight.
Anti Blight is not forgiving fines.  They are working with the City Attorney’s office and will assess the $100 per day fines up to $3,000 and then the fines will start again.  Deborah urged people to report blighted properties to Chris.
Old Business:
· Treasurer’s Report:  John Marshall Lee presented the report which is attached as Appendix A.  He reported that a bank account was opened in December 2011 with deposits of $650 in contributions and $999.31 transferred from the dissolved Black Rock Homeowners Association (BRHA).  Expenses included a USPS box rental and key for $146, leaving a balance of $1,503.31.
A motion made by Peter Holecz, seconded by Laura Hurwitz, to approve the treasures report was unanimously approved.
· Nominating Committee Report:  The Nominating Committee consists of John Marshall Lee as Chairman, with Laura Hurwitz, and 
Gerry Manning.  John reported that the committee recommended the following people be nominated to the Board of Directors with terms expiring in 2015:

	Stephanie Barnes
	Joe Ianniello
	Maritzka Jones Stevenson

	David Barbour
	Gerry Manning
	John Schwarten

	William Giblin
	
	


A motion was made by Peter Holecz, seconded by Frank Basler to accept the report of the Nominating Committee and nominate the people recommended to the Board of Directors.

There were no further nominations to the Board of Directors and the recommended slate was unanimously approved.

John Marshall Lee then reported that the nominating committee recommended the following slate as Executive Officers:

	Joseph Ianniello
	President

	Gerry Manning
	Vice President

	John Marshal Lee
	Treasurer

	Frank Basler
	Secretary


A motion was made by John Marshall Lee, seconded by John Schwarten to accept the report of the Nominating Committee and nominate the people recommended to the Executive Committee.

There were no further nominations to the Executive Committee and the recommended slate was unanimously approved.

· Bridgeport NRZ Leadership Committee (BNLC) Activities: Joe Ianniello reported that he had resigned from the position of Secretary of the BNLC.
· Standing Committee's Reports and Updates

· Standing Committee 1:  Business & Economic Development
· Four responses were received to the invitation to bid issued as an Informal Competitive Proposal (ICP) to develop the conceptual part of the Village District along Fairfield Avenue from Ellsworth Street to I-95 (Census Track 702).  The proposals were reviewed by members of the planning department and a recommendation was made to accept one of the bidders.  The Planning Department is awaiting approval of their recommendation.
· Joe also reported that the developers that were to enter into contract to develop the Bank Building at the corner of Brewster Street and Fairfield Avenue failed to execute the contract.  The City is searching for new developers for this property.

· Standing Committee 2:  Education:  Laura Hurwitz reported designs have been completed to extend Black Rock School from pre-K to 8th grade.  They plan to break ground for this expansion next summer.  
The student population of Black Rock School will increase from 300 to 500 when the seventh and eight grades are added.  Some students may have to be bused in to achieve the state mandated 500 students required for State funding.

A one way drive through will be added for dropping off the children.
Two properties behind the school are being acquired for the expansion.  The houses on the properties will be removed and properties made into a green space.
Adam Wood mentioned that Longfellow School will be rebuilt as a completely new school as a consequence of the environmental issues uncovered there.

Because of the Longfellow school construction, the sixth grade at Black Rock School will remain at Black Rock School and the seventh grade will not be transferred to Longfellow School.

Also, a Board of Education run pre-school will be added somewhere in the area.

The partnership between the Black Rock School and the Bridgeport Aquaculture School has expanded to include all grades.
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture:  Bruce Williams was unable to attend the meeting, but he provided a status report to the Chairman.

· The art fair is scheduled for August 25th – the same day as the Bluefish tournament.  There will be over 20 artists participating.
· There will be an art workshop

· There will be a display of old paintings and photographs of Black Rock circa 1800

· The committee is working with the merchants and businesses from Fairfield Avenue to get their participation in the art fair.

· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation:  This committee has been very active in working with developers.  

· They met with developers who were planning a garden center at 3369 Fairfield Avenue.  The developer had proposed a temporary structure and store but had been denied a variance by ZBA.  The committee met with the Developer and helped defined plans for a permanent structure.  The Developer accepted committee suggestions and developed a plan that was reviewed by the committee.  The plan was submitted to ZBA where it was accepted.  Members of the committee spoke in support of the plan at the ZBA public hearing.
· The committee worked with the Lawyer (Attorney Rizzio) for the developer of the Historic House and property at 340–344 Brewster Street.  After meeting with the Attorney, a community meeting was scheduled at the Burroughs Community Center on May 24th.  Jim White, Vice Chairman of Standing Committee 4 chaired the meeting.

· 20 to 30 people attended the meeting.  Attorney Rizzio stated the Developer would like to split the property such that there are two, single family lots in the rear of the property and external repairs would be made to the existing historic house to restore the house to a condition acceptable by the Historic District Commission.
· The rear lots would be assessable from a common driveway.  

· The only variance needed would be frontage requirement.  

· Attorney Rizzio offered safe guards that would ensure the developer met his obligations.

· This was a preliminary and conceptual meeting to judge the feeling of the community.  A straw vote was taken and a majority present felt that the concept appeared to be acceptable at this point.

· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications.  No report.

· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety. No report.
On a motion by Jackie Heneage, seconded by John Marshall Lee, the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:41 pm. 
Appendix A:  Treasurer’s Report
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Appendix B:  Parks Master Plan – Saint Mary’s Proposed Boardwalk
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