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The meeting was called to order at 7:18 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Chris Adams
	Jackie Heneage
	Angie Staltaro

	Dave Barbour
	John Hernandez
	Bruce Williams

	Frank Basler
	Joe Ianniello
	

	Phil Blagys
	John Marshall Lee
	


Also attending the meeting:

	Mary Erkay
	Bill Pinciaro
	Andre Ruellan

	Peggy Ianniello
	Ed Piquete
	Jane Williams

	Ann-Marie Klein
	Gail Robinson
	


Approval of Minutes:  On a motion by John Marshall Lee seconded by Angie Staltaro the minutes of the meeting on March 28, 2011 was unanimously approved.
Old Business:
· Treasurers Report:  Status of 501(C)3 application.  John Marshall Lee reported that the 501(C)3 application has been approved by the IRS (see appendix A). He also stated the following:
“Our group has looked to assure a voice for residents, businesses, houses of worship, non-profit groups throughout the entire geographic entity including Census Tracks 701, 702 and a portion of 703. Our area bordered by Ash Creek, Long Island Sound and Black Rock Harbor includes residents of PT Barnum housing and also the destination known as Captains Cove.

“We have filled Board positions with interested neighbors. We have worked on a number of the strategies outlined in the Planning stage and carried to the Implementation stage. We just received our 501(C)3  approval, though we have no money to speak of.

“I would ask for authorization to open a checking account on behalf of Black Rock NRZ with more than one signatory.

“There has been a sense that the City has not yet found a way to integrate one or more NRZ groups into their overall pattern of neighborhood governance evidenced by the slow progress of projects put forward for funding and the slow implementation after funding approval. No money has come previously because of 501(c)3 lacking.

“Last September monthly meetings of several NRZ groups representing at least 5 Bridgeport neighborhoods were formalized allowing a coming together on several concerns including: opposition to the halfway house proposal on Railroad Avenue, hearings about public education held at several City schools, and proposed candidate information forums before primary and/or election 2011.

 “In the meantime communication on who, what, where, when and how approved or proposed projects stand is regularly requested (without effective response) and it is necessary so that the public can support activity or advocate more speed or other considerations where necessary. City actions, especially when notice and / or hearings would have prevented unnecessary outrage and pushback, should not come as a surprise catching multiple stakeholders at a loss”.

A motion was made to authorize opening of a checking account with more than one signatories by Frank Basler seconded by Bruce Williams and was unanimously approved.
A motion was made to have the President and Vice President of the Board to be the second and third signatories on the checking account by Chris Adams seconded by Frank Basler and was unanimously approved.

A motion was made by John Lee seconded by Chris Adams to have Jackie Heneage write a letter to the city administration recommending that the Black Rock NRZ be consulted in when the City plans a project or activity in Black Rock, which does not require public hearings but which can have a considerable impact on a Black Rock neighborhood, the Black Rock NRZ should be notified of the City's plans so that it can hold a public informational meeting on that proposal.  The motion passed unanimously.
 A motion by Jackie Heneage seconded by John Marshall Lee that the letter will be reviewed and approved by the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary prior to transmittal to the city.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Elections: Based on a recommendation of the Nominating Committee on a motion by Jackie Heneage seconded by Chris Adams and unanimously approved the following people were elected to the Board of Directors with terms expiring in June 2014: 
	Frank Basler
	Laura Hurwitz
	Kraig Steffen

	John Hernandez
	John Marshall Lee
	Bruce Williams

	Peter Holecz
	John Soltis
	


The nominating committee recommended a slate of officers for the Black Rock NRZ.  For each office, three calls were made for other nominations.  In each case there were none.
Jackie Heneage was unanimously elected Secretary of the Board.

John Marshall Lee was unanimously elected Treasurer of the Board.

Frank Basler was unanimously elected Vice President of the Board.

Joe Ianniello was unanimously elected President of the Board.

· NRZ Leadership Committee:  
· Joe Ianniello reported on the status of the 120 bed prison halfway house proposed development across from Went Field that the NRZ Leadership Committee was actively working against.  The status is:
The PZC refused to extend the special permit the developer received in 2008 under the old Zoning Regulations.  The Leadership Committee had hired an attorney to represent their case before PZC.

The developer is appealing this ruling.  The Leadership Committee hired an attorney to enter the case as an intervener.  As an intervener they could ensure that the city would enter into a compromise position with the developer.
The developer petitioned the PZC for a special permit to build a prison halfway house with up to 120 beds at the same site across from Went Field under the new Zoning Regulations.  The Leadership Committee is in the process of hiring an attorney to represent them on this issue.
· Joe Ianniello also reported on a meeting of the Leadership Committee hosted by Mayor Finch at which his staff explained summer projects.  Seven of the seventeen projects discussed at the meeting involved some aspect of Black Rock.  They consisted of:
1. Bike Paths from Black Rock to downtown.

2. Providing garbage cans to businesses in the various neighborhoods.

3. Replacing lights in decorative light poles in the city with energy efficient LED lights. 

4. Decorative gateway and pole signs for each of the NRZs
5. Gilman Street Waterfront Access.  This is a continuation of the sidewalk around Saint Mary’s along Gilman Street to Courtland Avenue.

6. Paving of the Municipal Parking lot at Ash Creek Saloon.

7. Construction of a $1.5M athletic field at the present location of Longfellow Field near Longfellow School.  This field is being paid for by a $1.0M grant from the Cal Ripken foundation and $0.5M of city/state funding.  This field will use artificial turf for safety.  Cal Ripken and Bobby Valentine and other dignitaries were in Bridgeport at the location of the field on June 7th for the ground breaking ceremony. 

Also, money has been allocated to begin the development of a Village District along the part of Fairfield Avenue from Ellsworth Street to I95.  The purchase order is being written and a consultant has been selected.  The PO should be completed within the next two to three weeks.
Finally, Joe reported that Ellsworth Field had a ribbon cutting ceremony on May 28th and the Black Rock NRZ was given a certificate thanking them for their support.
· Standing Committee's Reports and Updates
Standing Committee 1:  
Storefront Improvement Grants:  OPED has funding for an up to $1900 reimbursable grant for storefront improvements.  Keith Rodgerson and Joe Ianniello met with business owners in Census Track 702 on Wednesday, March 30th about this grant.  Since Keith is no longer on the program Joe will have to work with his replacement on this.
· Standing Committee 2:  Education:  No report.
· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture
Bruce Williams reported on the City by the Sea Art Fair (CSAF) held on Saturday and Sunday, May 14 to 15, 2011 at Captains Cove Marina.  Bruce was encouraged by the attendance given that this was the first of what is expected to be an annual occurrence and the weather was poor.  He estimates that about 200 to 300 people attended on Saturday and about 150 people attended on Sunday, even though it rained.  Next year it may be better to hold the fair in June which would have more of a chance of having better weather.
· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation:  Frank Basler reported that the court case continues on the house on Brewster Street.  He also reported that he is seeking a chairperson for this committee.
· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications: No Report.
· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety.  A chairperson for this committee is being sought. Chris Adams, Frank Basler, Kraig Steffen, Katherine Woodhead, and Jane Williams will meet to plan a path for this committee.  (Jane Williams is Board Member Bruce Williams daughter, home from college for the summer who volunteered to work on the committee).
At the last meeting on March 28th Bishop Diamond reported that there are no signs at the end of the ramp at Northbound exit 25 to aid drivers to determine where they should go.  Joe Ianniello called Auden Grogins, State Representative for Black Rock, and she talked with members of the DOT.  The DOT will put signs at this exit.
· Black Rock Community Council Presentation 
Phil Blagys reported the following:
· Lighthouse:  New lights have been purchased.  They will be installed within a month.

A grant of $8,000 was spent on a study on how to repair/resurface the outside of the lighthouse.  The BRCC is holding $22,000 in reserve for this resurfacing.  The total cost may be $40,000 for resurfacing and an anti graffiti coating.
· History Committee: This committee which was formed in February 2011 now has 8 to 10 active members.  A tour of a house on Captains Cove Marina with nautical memorabilia and a boat tour of Long Island Sound was conducted by Bruce Williams and raised $250 which will be used on one of the committee’s projects of installing signs at historic locations.  For example, at the foot of Balmforth Street to mark the location of the bridge that once connected Black Rock to Fairfield.
· Safety Committee:  There as been a significant increase in criminal activity in Black Rock.  There will be a special meeting with Police Chief Gaudett on July 5th at 7:00 pm in the Burroughs Community Center to address this issue.
· On a motion by Dave Barbour seconded by Phil Blagys the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:45 pm.
Appendix A:  IRS Letter Certifying the Black Rock NRZ 501(c)3 Status
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CINCINNATI, OH 45201

RN :
Employer Identification Number:
“ 27-3722709
. DLN: |
| | 100349038
BLACK ROCK NRZ INC ~ Contact Person:
30 BEACON ST | | ROXANNE M HAYTHORN ‘ ID# 52416
BRIDGEPORT, CT 06605 | Contact Telephone Number: |
- (877) 829-5500
Accounting Period Ending:
December 31
Public Charity Status:
170 (b) (1) (A) (vi)
Form 990 Required:
Yes
Effective Date of Exemption:
October 7, 2010 |
. : o Contribution Deductibility:
| | Yes
Addendum Applies:
No
Dear Applicant:
— We are pleased to inform you that upon review of your application for tax
exempt status we have determined that you are exempt from Federal income tax
o ““““"*under_sectIon“Sﬁtfc%+3+~of“the~Tﬁternal Revenue—Code.—Contributions to-you-are
deductible under section 170 of the Code. You are also qualified to receive
tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under section 2055, 2106
or 2522 of the Code. Because this letter could help resolve any questions
regarding your exempt status, you should keep it in your permanent records.
Organizations exempt under section 501(c) (3) of the Code are further classified
as either public charities or private foundations. We determined that you are
a public charity under the Code section(s) listed in the heading of this
letter.
Please see enclosed Publication 4221-PC, Compliance Guide for 501(c) (3) Public
Charities, for some helpful 1nformatlon about your respon81b111t1es as an
exempt organization. : |
Slncerely, .
Lois G. Lerner
Director, Exempt Organizations
Enclosure: Publication 4221-PC

Letter 947 (DO/CG)
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