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This meeting was requested by Mayor Bill Finch as a review of the activities of the Black Rock NRZ.  The meeting was called to order at about 4:30 pm.    It was held in the Mayor’s Conference Room in City Hall Annex.
Board members in attendance were:

	Frank Basler
	John Marshall Lee
	John Soltis

	Jackie Heneage
	Gerry Manning
	Angie Staltaro

	Joe Ianniello
	Kraig Steffen
	Bruce Williams


Also attending the meeting:

	Mayor Bill Finch
	

	Ruben Filipe:
	Deputy Chief of Staff

	Tom Coble:
	Director, Neighborhood Revitalization and Anti Blight

	Kelly McDermott:
	Senior Manager Central Grants & Community Development

	Peggy Ianniello
	


The meeting began with an introduction of participants.
Joe Ianniello then gave a PowerPoint presentation.  The presentation will serve as a companion document to the minutes.

Discussion occurred during the PowerPoint presentation.  These Part A minutes record statements made at each slide of the Part B minutes presentation.

· Slide 3:  The mayor was impressed by the NRZ attaining 501 C 3 status.
· Slide 4:   Joe stated that a presentation was made to Don Eversley on the NRZ Village District approach and Don thought we were on the right track.
· Slide 6:  Mayor Finch stated that the Cal Ripken foundation would fund construction of a ball field at the field next to Longfellow School.  The ball field will use artificial turf.  The foundation is providing $1M and the city is finding an additional $0.5M to support the effort.  The city hopes to add lights to the field to extend the playing hours.

At Longfellow School the city plans to eliminate the road (Anthony Street) between the playground and the school.  Also, the road (Shell Street) up to twin towers may be eliminated.  He also hopes to eliminate the metal fence around Longfellow School and put in walking paths around the park.

The mayor also mentioned that more Little League games would be played at the new field; thereby freeing up Ellsworth Park.  Also, the parking situation around the new field is not as congested as around Ellsworth Field.

· Slide 7:  Joe stated that a strong cultural and arts presence is essential to a community.

Mayor Finch suggested that the Art, Entertainment, & Culture subcommittee contact Ben Henson to connect with the arts efforts going throughout the city.  (Bruce Williams stated he worked with Ben on CSAF).

The Mayor envisions an arts crawl throughout the city with buses bringing people to the different venues. 
Bruce mentioned that the City Lights fundraiser in August will be held at Captains Cove Marina.

The Mayor stated that the Bridgeport Arts and Cultural Committee (BACC) will develop a series of posters highlighting historical figures with ties to Bridgeport like Simon Lake (submarine manufacturer), Fanny Crosby (first hymnal), and Igor Sikorsky (helicopter inventor).
· Slide 8:  Frank Basler stated that there might be a buyer for the historic house at 340 Brewster Street.

A discussion ensued about the Saint Marks property also on Brewster Street.  Joe Ianniello stated that the property has been bought by Saint Ann’s Church and will be used as open space for the Saint Ann’s school children.

· Slide 9:  Mayor Finch said it was important to get people from Census Track 702 involved in the NRZ.  Four of the 19 member board are from Census Track 702 but were unable to make today’s meeting.  Bishop Diamond was scheduled to attend but had something arise at the last minute.
The mayor suggested we talk with Prophetess Geraldine Claytor as a liaison to PT Barnum residents.

· Slide 10:  Mayor Finch suggested we look at the type of bike rack at the train station to use for stops at various venues along the Black Rock bike path.
The mayor also suggested that we should keep pushing on the name of the new Fairfield train station to include “Black Rock”.  He suggested we write to Mike Tetreau the First Selectman of Fairfield who replaced Ken Flatto.
Kraig had a conservation overlay report which he gave to the Mayor.

The Mayor stated that Ted Grabarz wrote a masters thesis on the effects of docks on the environment.  This should be useful for our project to write an Ash Creek dock ordinance.  Ted will be a good resource for this effort.
Kraig discussed the Conservation overlay zone.  He stated that the best chance to have enforceable regulations is at the city level by developing a harbor group/harbor committee to oversee Bridgeport Harbor, Ash Creek and extend up the rivers.  Its purview would include dock ordinances.  We need to work with Fairfield on this.

The mayor talked about the Pequannock River project with Bridgeport, Trumbull, and Monroe to form the watershed alliance.  He referred to the 57 page Watershed Field Assessment Report by Fuss & O’Neill, Inc.
Ruben Filipe will talk with Attorney Ed Schmidt about working with the NRZ on any land use ordinances we think are necessary; such as, prohibiting zone changes in Historic Districts (see Slide 8) and conservation zone ordinances.  
Mayor Finch said he would like his legacy to be the revitalization and addition of parks in Bridgeport.  There is a parks survey being distributed to the community to ascertain the community’s wishes on parks.  This will lead to a Parks Master plan which hasn’t been done for a long time.  

The Mayor said he would like the BRCC building at 22 Arthur Street to be cleaned up and the fence removed to allow access to the water.  Also, the foot of Fox Street could be made into a park to allow access to Ash Creek there.

The Mayor suggested that we involve our City Council members, Sue Brannelly and Marty McCarthy to help us get any ordinances passed.  “Keep Sue and Marty in the loop; they can help with this as can Ed Schmidt”.  

The Mayor also said there are a number of Eco-industrial plants currently in Bridgeport and others being considered; including:

	Bio-diesel food compacting
	Algae bio-fields

	Mattress recycling
	Anaerobic digester

	Food compost digester
	Wind turbines

	Turning sewage into fuel
	Solar arrays

	Sewage treatment plant
	Fuel cells


The Mayor continued, saying there is a sustainability report on the City’s website.  In summary, there are 1100 mayors that say they have signed on to the Mayor’s Fuel Improvement Program.
An analysis was done on greenhouse gas emissions in Bridgeport that found only 3% to 4% of emissions come from city facilities; 96% come from houses, businesses, hospitals, etc.  We must raise the consciousness of the people of Bridgeport.

New large blue trash containers will be distributed city-wide.  They take level 1 to 7 plastics, all paper, all metal, but as yet no organics.

The city is working on distributing rain barrels and a tree planting initiative.

· Slide 11:  Mayor said we should use the NRZ influence to get Stop and Shop to allow use of some of their parking for the community.
John Marshall Lee stated we need a way to ensure people living on Fox Street will have street parking available when the pedestrian bridge is built to the new train station.  
Joe stated we may want to work out a deal with the theaters on Canfield Avenue to enable parking for people using the new train station.

The Mayor said the Zoning Regulations require more parking than any single establishment needs as in the case of both Shop and Shop and the theaters.  

The mayor mentioned that the city has issued an RFP for parking.

Someone mentioned that Bridgeport should probably have a Parking Authority to address these issues.

· Slide 12:  Joe stated that the purpose of this slide was to show that the NRZ is involved with most other Black Rock organizations.  The involvement is significant as members of the NRZ Board of Directors sit on boards or executive committees on seven out of the nine organizations listed.   
· Slide 13: The Black Rock NRZ in this slide makes the point that it can help the City Administration communicate with people in the Black Rock community.  As shown in slide 12 NRZ Board members have close ties with the other major organizations.  
The Black Rock NRZ requested that the City notify the NRZ about plans and projects that can have significant impact and that do not require a public hearing.  The Black Rock NRZ could then disseminate the information throughout Black Rock.
Frank Basler stated that as an example the problems and issues that occurred at the beach at Ash Creek could have been avoided.

During the discussion on grants, Ruben suggested asking for commentary back from organizations as to why the NRZ didn’t get the grant.  That should be part of grant submission as a request for a debriefing after the award is made.
Ruben also suggested that we follow closely the formulas used in other grants which were successful in getting funded.
The meeting adjoined at about 5:30 pm.
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