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The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Frank Basler
	Joe Ianniello
	John Soltis

	David Barbour
	John Marshall Lee
	Kraig Steffen

	Phil Blagys
	Gerry Manning
	Angie Staltaro

	Peter Holecz
	John Schwarten
	Bruce Williams


Also attending the meeting were: 
Deborah Thomas-Sims, Director of Neighborhood Revitalization, Aaron Castro, Bob Filotei, Peggy Ianniello, Ed Piquet, and Jim White.   
Approval of Minutes: John Marshall Lee made and Bruce Williams seconded a motion to approve the minutes of Oct 22, 2012; President Ianniello asked that the minutes be amended to include the change in date for the January 2013 meeting from Jan. 28 to Jan. 30.  Both motions passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  John Marshall Lee reported the account balance is $2098.95.  There was an expense of $14.98 for the PO Box.  Donations of $600 were received at the end of 2012.  John will send letters to donors so that they can include their donations for income tax deductions.

Peter Holecz made a motion, seconded by Phil Blagys, to approve the treasurer’s report.  The motion passed unanimously.
New Business:

· Letter of Intent for the Historic House on Brewster Street

President Ianniello gave some background on the 340 Brewster St property from Brewster Street Partners’ original submission of a large condo project to the Historic District Commission to today’s proposal of agreeing on a Letter of Intent (the essence of which had been discussed and consented to in a community meeting last summer).

Gerry Manning described the Letter of Intent:  Brewster Street Partners want to divide the back of the property into two saleable lots connected to the street by a 20’ paved driveway and in accordance with a landscaping plan developed by Dave Barbour.  They need the community’s support in winning approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals, and then the P & Z.  To gain the community’s support, the letter stipulates that Brewster Street Partners post a $150,000 performance bond (to be held by the City) to ensure they will complete an external restoration of the Cotswold Cottage in the front of the property within 6 to 12 months of gaining their approvals from the City boards.  The house need not be finished inside, but must be restored sufficiently to pass housing inspection and obtain a Certificate of Occupancy.  Houses built in the back must pass Historic District Commission review for certificates of appropriateness.
President Ianniello pointed out the Executive Committee voted to recommend that the NRZ Board approve this Letter of Intent.

John Marshall Lee moved that the Board approve the Letter.  Peter Holecz seconded the motion.  After discussion, John called the question, which was approved, and the motion carried unanimously.
· Change to the Bylaws to indemnify members of the Board of Directors 

John Marshall Lee said we are looking into the legal wording of the change to the Bylaws in the expectation that it will be ready for a vote at our next meeting.
· Discussion of the 2012 Annual Report

John Marshall Lee moved that the 2012 Annual Report be accepted; Gerry Manning seconded the motion.  President Ianniello asked for an amendment to the motion that the report be approved subject to his correction of typographical errors.  Both the amendment and the motion carried unanimously.

The President then reviewed each of the projects listed on pp. 14 & 15 of the report and checked with Ms. Thomas-Sims on the feasibility of requesting CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) funds for some of them. The following table summarizes the projects discussed.  
	Project
	Estimated Cost
	Funding Source
	Comments/ Actions

	Renovate Ellsworth Field Tennis Courts
	$45,000
	CDBG
	Estimate provided was scrubbed

	Commercial Rehabilitation Census Tract 702
	$70,000
$15,000
	CDBG
	>Total Estimate or ?? One Block 
>Need OPED confirmation

	Streetscape Improvements Burroughs and Wakeman’s
	TBD
	CDBG
	Need Pubic Facilities estimate

	Signage at Railroad Gateway 
	TBD
	>CDBG
>State
	Estimate from ???

	Parking Study for Village District
	TBD
	>State
>Private Grants
	Need OPED estimate
Need Grants Department support

	Children’s arts projects during City By the Sea art fair
	TBD
	CDBG
	Deborah Sims/Bruce Williams to provide estimate


· Other Business

Deborah Thomas-Sims stated a State Senator is trying to obtain $2M for Bridgeport NRZs.

President Ianniello:

· Asked for a volunteer to work on railroad signage.  John Marshall Lee will follow-up on this.

· Stated that the Nominating Committee needs a new member since Gerry Manning was promoted to Vice President and only one Nominating Committee member can be on the Executive Committee.

· A new chairperson is needed for Standing Committee 6.  Frank Basler said he’d address this.
John Marshall Lee reported that John Hernandez has resigned from the Board of Directors.
On a motion made by Gerry Manning seconded by John Marshall Lee, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:55 pm.
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