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The meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm.

Board members in attendance were:

	Frank Basler
	Joe Ianniello
	Angie Staltaro

	Phil Blagys
	John Marshall Lee
	Bruce Williams

	Peter Holecz
	Gerry Manning
	


Also attending the meeting was:  Nina Gibson, Robert Foley, Peggy Ianniello, Ed Piquet, Deborah Thomas-Sims, Director of Neighborhood Development, and Jim White.   
Approval of Minutes: Peter Holecz moved and John Marshall Lee seconded a motion to approve the minutes of Jan. 30, 2013.  The motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report:  John Marshall Lee reported the account balance is $2348,95, reflecting a donation of $250.  
· The only expense was $14.98 for the PO Box

· John Marshall Lee sent out letter4s to donors acknowledging their contributions for IRS Purposes.

New Business:

 Change to the Bylaws to indemnify members of the Board of Directors
Mr. Lee reported that we have talked to an attorney in Fairfield about indemnifying the Board.  He says we can change the Certificate of Incorporation so board members would be liable only to the extent of their compensation, or we can talk to the City Attorney to get his agreement to defend the Board in the case of a lawsuit.  Since the meeting, we have learned that the Fairfield attorney would also be willing to represent us pro bono (although we would not be his highest priority).

· CDBG Funding Status

We have asked for funds for three projects: Renovate the Ellsworth Field tennis courts; sidewalks around the Burroughs Community Center and the Wakeman’s Boys and Girls Club, and rehabilitation of a selected block of businesses along Fairfield Avenue.  At the March NRZ Leadership Committee we learned there are leftover CDBG moneys, perhaps as much as to $255k that could be available to NRZs which would be divided among the six Bridgeport NRZs.  
John Marshall Lee had a conversation with David Kooris, who has received the spreadsheet from Deborah Thomas-Sims. Ms. Sims said the Neighborhood Development Department of the City is examining which neighborhoods have received CDBG funds and when.  It looks as though Black Rock and East End have received the least money.  The department is trying to ensure an even distribution across the seven NRZs

John Marshall Lee stated that the Citizens Union recommended zero funding for the NRZs.  Ms. Sims also said that State Senator Ayala is trying to obtain $2M for Bridgeport NRZs.  

Special Guest Speaker:  Dave White president of Sail Black Rock Foundation discussed the sailing program at Captains Cove Marina. What follows are excerpts from Dave’s powerpoint presentation and a 2/1/13 press release:
The SAIL BLACK ROCK Foundation has been formed to provide high-level race training for collegiate and high school sailors. It is located on Island Dock at Captain’s Cove Seaport.  Founders include Dave White, Program Director, Bruce Williams, President of the foundation and owner of Captain’s Cove Seaport, Bill Gladstone, Director of North U. (North Sails) in Madison, CT, and Russell Jinishian, owner of the Jinishian Gallery in Fairfield.

•        The center is comprised of the sailing teams of Sacred Heart university and Fairfield University

•        Aquaculture Science and Technology High School and other educational institutions are considering sailing out of the center.

Program Overview:

•        Modeled after Yale’s racing program

•        Professional coaching with world ranked trainers

•        3 or 4 weekday practices, chalk talks and in boat training

•        Spring & fall seasons - weekend intercollegiate  regattas, sailing culture exposure

•        Combined practices of Sacred Heart and Fairfield universities

Human Assets:

•        Experienced, dedicated head coach (Ginny Perry Worcester) and program director (Dave White)

•        World ranked race coach

•        Fairfield University alumnus and philanthropic seaport owner

•        Dedicated, experienced assistant coach and visiting coaches/trainers

•        40+ enthusiastic student sailors

Foundation’s Goals:

•        Hosting of intercollegiate, interscholastic and junior olympic regattas

•        Development of pro/student regattas

•        Race training partnerships and sponsorships with yacht clubs

•        Innovative training – technological focus

•        Acceptance of donated vessels

”While the emphasis is on youth training, we intend to offer specialized race clinics and training regattas for adult sailors in the near future,” said Bruce Williams.  “We believe Captain’s Cove Seaport can successfully host a large event such as a Junior Olympic regatta or one-design championship.”

Old Business:
· Selection of a member for the Nominating Committee

Nominating Committee Report:  John Soltis has agreed to become the third member of the Nominating Committee, joining Laura Hurwitz and John Marshall Lee.
Standing Committee's Reports and Updates

· Standing Committee 1:  Business and Economic Development

· Potential Reorganization

President Ianniello has proposed a reorganization of the standing committees:  The parking and traffic related projects and the Brewster Street Gateway that were in Standing Committee 6 will be added to Standing Committee 1, Business & Economic Development.  Standing Committee 6, Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety will now focus on environmental issues.  
Gerry Manning pointed out the need for repaving of Brewster, Ellsworth, and Courtland.
· Standing Committee 2:  Education.  Nina Gibson reported as follows:
School Construction:

· 2 properties have refused to sell – these are now being taken by eminent domain.
· Playground - parents have raised concerns about the current plan. 
· Black Rock Families for Excellence has requested a meeting to understand progress and get reassurance that the project is on timeline (groundbreaking due to begin this summer).
 Black Rock Families for Excellence met with Superintendent, Paul Vallas in March to review concerns/initiatives, including:

 1.Community Networking – looking to expand partnerships with local resources (Black Rock Library, Downtown Cabaret, local universities, Captains Cove etc.)

 2. Expanding partnership with Burroughs/Wakeman for additional programming (arts, music, theatre, dance)

 3. Need to look into transportation options for the children (currently any local event, including after school programs at Wakeman are walked to) 

4. Would like to accelerate science/environmental curriculum and partnership with Aquaculture School and add Mill River Project to the school.  Some inroads have been made, but have fallen short of what was promised to parents. This is especially critical to tie in the curriculum to the new science High Schools.

· Standing Committee 3:  Arts, Entertainment, & Culture

· 2013 City By the Sea Arts Fair

Bruce Williams reported that the first meeting for the art show is scheduled for 4/2.  The show will most likely take place the weekend of August 24.  It will probably follow the same pattern as last year.   We want to involve the schools in contributing art.  There was discussion about the extent to which funds will be needed from the NRZ.  It was agreed that Bruce will submit a request, detailing how much money is needed and for what uses.  Also, they have tentatively scheduled a show at the Framemakers Gallery in early July featuring the winners of last August's City by the Sea Show.
· Standing Committee 4:  Zoning, Land Use, Development, & Historic Preservation

· Historic house on Brewster Street

Gerry Manning reported that we have a signed letter of intent. The ZBA meeting to discuss this was postponed to April 9.  There’s a new restaurant in the Tokyo Spa building.  The redo of the space above will go along, based upon owner Rothberg's ability to secure adequate parking.  To this effect, Stuart Sachs has been instrumental in pressuring United Illuminating to permit a small footprint transformer on the lot, replacing the huge ground-based transformer that would have "robbed" Rothberg of two or three vital parking spaces in the lot behind the building.

Gerry also reported that the Philbin nursery will open on Fairfield Avenue in mid-April.
Our committee will convene within the next month to discuss new issues and follow up.  We have been entrusted with Economic Development oversight and implementation as part of our overall Sub-Committee responsibility.

.... .
· Standing Committee 5:  Outreach & Communications

 Frank Basler has been helping the Nominating Committee secure a chair for...

· Standing Committee 6:  Quality of Life, Environmental, & Public Safety

· Black Rock Community Council Report

 Black Rock History Committee
We intend to place a marker at the foot of Balmforth Street, telling the story of the colonial bridge that crossed Ash Creek and the corduroy road leading to the bridge.  Also, this will be the year of Kate Moore, who worked as the lighthouse keeper for 54 years during the 19th Century.  A U.S. Coast Guard Cutter will be commissioned in May bearing her name.  We are also planning a walking tour on Fayerweather Island this fall that will focus on the life and work of Kate Moore.  Additionally, the History Committee will begin to present the story of Goody Knapp, hanged as a witch in the 17th Century on the grounds of the present-day Burroughs Community Center. Formal recognition of Goody Knapp is planned for 2014 with the unveiling of a historical marker as well as a petition to the Governor to clear her name with an official pardon. We are also working on a GIS mapping project being spearheaded by Rob Foley and which will provide an interactive map that will allow users to explore the various historical periods of Black Rock's history.   And, finally, this committee is preparing a digital walking history tour of Black Rock that was created in 1977 and which will be made available to everyone on the BRCC's History Page.  
 

There was discussion about the recent purchase of the Anchorage Estate located along Black Rock Harbor at the foot of Old Battery Rd.  Bruce Williams and Phil Blagys are hoping to engage the new owner in conversation about not demolishing the historic (1904) house  which was once visited by Franklin Roosevelt and Dutch Schultz. Also, rumors have survived the centuries which promote the belief that one of Captain Kidd's treasures is buried just offshore this estate. In fact, the sandy area bordering this property has often been referred to as "Money Beach".
 
 Black Rock Public Safety Committee
If a resident experiences a problem with either a 911 emergency call  or a non-emergency call (203.576.7671), he or she is encouraged to visit the safety page of the BRCC website and click on the dispatch form located in the lower left corner. Once filled out, a user simply needs to hit "submit" and the information will be forwarded to Doree Price, Head of the Dispatch Operations Center and also to Captain Brian McCarthy head of the West Command. An answer to the resident's issues will be forwarded within several working days of its submission.  See http://www.blackrockcc.org/PoliceResponseForm.htm
The BRCC Public Safety Committee continues to meet monthly at the Burroughs Community Center. For more information on this program, residents can visit the safety pages of the BRCC website or send inquiries to safety@blackrockcc.org
On a motion made by Gerry Manning, seconded by John Marshall Lee, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:43 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Frank Basler

Secretary, Black Rock NRZ
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